
 

 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

February 28, 2024 

Contact: Janet Moreland, Supervising Recycling Specialist 

Riverside County Department of Waste Resources 

(951) 486-3200 

  

County waste department to provide free Composting/Vermicomposting and Make Your Own 
Worm Bin class Saturday in Moreno Valley 

The Riverside County Department of Waste Resources will host a free Backyard Composting class 
and Make Your Own Worm Bin workshop Saturday, March 2, in Moreno Valley.  

Learn how to recycle organic resources, such as yard trimmings, as well as fruit and vegetable 
waste into a dark, crumbly, sweet-smelling soil conditioner. The hands-on class will teach residents 
how compost can be used to enrich the soil in gardens, lawns and house plants. Instead of putting 
organic waste into the garbage to be hauled to the landfill, learn to compost. 

The free Backyard Composting class and demonstration begins at 9 a.m. at Riverside County 
Department of Waste Resources at 14310 Frederick Street.  Composting is nature’s way of 
recycling. It’s a great way to turn waste into a resource for the garden. In composting, organic 
material is mixed together in a pile or bin, where literally millions of tiny microbes digest the material 
and turn it into a nutrient-rich soil amendment. 

Low-cost compost bins, for $18 will be available for purchase by Riverside County residents (limit 
three per household). County residents can purchase compost bins by cash or Visa, MasterCard, or 
Discover (credit card service fee will apply). 



Residents will then learn how to further breakdown food waste with help from worms, through a 
process known as vermicomposting. The Vermicomposting and Make Your Own Worm Bin 
workshop will begin at 10:00 a.m., immediately following the composting class. 

Put worms to work with vermicomposting to break down organic waste into material containing 
nutrients for plant growth. Volunteer master composters will teach county residents how to set up, 
build, harvest castings, and care for worms. 

Adult county residents interested in the workshop can purchase a worm bin kit for $35 or bring their 
own supplies.  To see to a short list of class materials needed for the class, visit 
http://www.rcwaste.org/vermicomposting. Tools to assemble the worm bin will be available for use 
at the workshop, along with worms to get your bin started. This workshop provides a hands-on 
opportunity to explore vermicomposting and take home an inexpensive working worm bin. 

The class and workshop are free and will end by 1:00 p.m. Residents can pre-purchase compost 
bins and worm bin kits using Visa, MasterCard, or Discover by calling department accounting 
section (951) 486-3200. The classes and workshop will be held outdoors, please dress to 
accommodate weather and outdoor temperatures.  If raining, this class will be held indoors.  

The Waste Resources Department offers a variety of FREE environmental education classes 
related to waste reduction and sustainability. Class instructors provide attendees with professional 
learning and instructional materials that demonstrate environmental diversion themes such as 
composting, recycling, and green cleaning. These programs are offered to increase awareness of 
waste reduction and advantages of recycling to help preserve valuable space in county landfills. 

For more information, contact call (951) 486-3200, visit www.rcwaste.org/composting/how or email 
Waste-CompostingRecycling@rivco.org 
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Caption: George Podolsky, Waste Resources Volunteer Services Coordinator, Certified Master 
Composter, Compost and Vermicompost Presenter. 
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